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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Miyazaki et al. (US 2001/0034175). 

Regarding claim 1 , Miyazaki discloses a method of sealing a glass panel 
assembly by melting a seal frit which is applied between two mutually overlaid glass 
substrates, comprising a preliminary heat process where temperature of the glass panel 
assembly is increased to a preliminary temperature within a forced flow of a heating 
medium, the preliminary temperature being lower than a temperature at which the seal 
frit begins to melt, a pressure reduction process where pressure surrounding the glass 
panel assembly is reduced while the preliminary temperature is maintained, a sealing 
process where temperature of the glass panel assembly is raised from the preliminary 
temperature to a sealing process temperature within a forced flow of a heating 
medium, and a cooling process where the glass panel assembly is cooled within a 
forced flow of a cooling medium (Figs. 1A-1C; Pages 7-8, Paragraphs [0149]-[0171]). 

Regarding claim 2, Miyazaki discloses a glass panel assembly sealing process 
furnace incorporating a transport mechanism as means of transporting a glass panel 
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assembly therethrough and melting a seal frit which is applied between two mutually 
overlaid glass substrates of the glass panel assembly, comprising a preliminary heating 
portion, a pressure reduction portion, a sealing treatment portion and a cooling portion 
sequentially disposed along a transport direction of the glass panel assembly by the 
transport mechanism, and pressure adjustment portions capable of increasing and 
decreasing pressure, installed between the preliminary heating portion and the pressure 
reduction portion, and also between the portion pressure reduction portion and the 
sealing treatment portion, wherein the preliminary heating portion heats the glass panel 
assembly with a forced flow of a heating medium to a preliminary temperature, the 
preliminary temperature being lower than a temperature at which the seal frit begins to 
melt, the pressure reduction portion decreases pressure surrounding the glass panel 
assembly and maintains the preliminary temperature, the sealing treatment portion 
heats the glass panel assembly with a forced flow of a heating medium to a sealing 
process temperature from the preliminary temperature, and the cooling portion cools the 
glass panel assembly with a forced flow of a cooling medium (Figs. 1 A-1 C; Pages 7-8, 
Paragraphs [0149]-[0171]). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anne M. Hines whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2285. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00- 
4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nimesh Patel can be reached on (571) 272-2457. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Anne M Hines/ 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2879 

/NIMESHKUMAR D. PATEL/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2879 



